
John Pilger, a veteran filmmaker and investigative journalist and a personal
friend of Assange, opened the event with an impassioned speech. Pointing
in the direction of the Home Office, Pilger told the crowd: “The behaviour of
the British government towards Julian Assange is a disgrace. A profanity on
the very notion of human rights. It’s no exaggeration to say that the treat-
ment and persecution of Julian Assange is the way that dictatorships treat a
political prisoner.”

Pilger said he had spoken with Assange over the weekend: “When I asked Ju-
lian what he would like me to say today, he was adamant. ‘Say...

... it’s not just me. It’s much wider. It’s all of us. It’s all
journalists and publishers who do their job who are in

danger’.”

The meaning of Assange’s extradition could not be clearer, Pilger said, “no
matter who you are or where you are, if you expose the crimes of govern-
ments you will be hunted down, kidnapped and sent to the US as a spy.”
Pilger concluded: “Seventeen out of the 18 charges that Julian faces in
America refer to the routine work of an investigative journalist, which is pro-
tected under the First Amendment of the US Constitution…. The whole
thing is a sham. The US prosecutors know it’s a sham, the British govern-
ment know it’s a sham, the Australian government know it’s a sham.
“That’s why Julian is locked up for 21 hours a day in a maximum-security
prison and treated worse than a murderer. He is to be made an example of.
What happens to Julian Assange and to Chelsea Manning is meant to intim-
idate us, to frighten us into silence.

“By defending Julian Assange, we defend our most sacred rights.
Speak up now or wake up one morning to the silence of a new kind
of tyranny. The choice is ours.”

Excerpted from WSWS.org
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